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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1972 

The  Colliton  Clinic, 
Glyde  Path  Road, 
Dorchester, 

Dorset. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Lyne  Regis 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  your  district  for  the  year  1972.  Since  Local  Government  reorganisation 
is  to  take  place  on  1st  April  1974  and  both  your  Council  and  my  statutory 
appointment  with  your  Council  are  to  be  swept  away,  I  propose  to  include 
in  my  report  some  of  the  work  done  by  me  during  the  first  half  of  1973. 

Civilisations  3,000  years  ago  knew  concern  for  the  health  of 
communities,  and  advantages  of  good  sanitation.  Hippocrates,  (B.C.  460) 
father  of  medicine,  lectured  his  students  on  Air,  Water  and  Places,  still 
the  basic  principles  of  public  health. 

The  Romans  invaded  England  in  x\.D.  43  and  stayed  for  nearly  300 
years.  When  they  left,  their  fine  houses,  baths,  water  supplies  and 
engineered  roads  settled  under  the  dust,  so  little  had  they  impressed 
the  natives  of  England. 

Throughout  the  centuries  appreciation  of  hygiene  and  prevention  of 
disease  advanced  slowly  until  the  19th  century,  the  era  of  the  great  social 
reformers  and  the  time  for  urbanisation.  In  1840  the  forerunner  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  was  convened,  namely  the  'Health  of  Towns  Committee*. 
Edwin  Chadwick  in  1842  published  a  paper  "Insanitary  Conditions  among  the 
Labouring  Population  of  Great  Britain".  This  woke  England's  conscience 
and  in  1847  the  first  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  appointed  to  Liverpool 
and  the  first  Public  Health  Act  appeared  in  1848. 

The  history  of  Public  Health  Administration  is  complicated  and 
piecemeal.  Throughout  the  past  126  years  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
has  had  varied  duties  and  various  employers.  He  has  had  statutory  duties, 
clinical  commitments  and  responsibilities  in  many  different  Acts,  but 
above  all,  he  has  been  the  guardian  of  the  overall  health  of  the  public, 
and  has  practised  preventive  medicine  with  unceasing  vigilance.  He  has 
helped  to  make  the  killer  epidemics  of  the  past  -  Smallpox,  'Diphtheria 
and  Poliomyelitis  -  almost  unknown  clinical  entities. 


Telephone:  Dorchester  3131 
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Local  Government  is  being  re-roganised  once  more  -  the  crowing 
oojulation,  social  requirements  and  advanced  technical  knowledge  of  today 
require  bigger  working  units  of  government  who  will  understandably  require 
more  money  to  spend. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Town  Hall  Doctor  as  he  is 
affectionately  called  in  many  places,  is  no  longer  considered  necessary. 
Other  disciplines  have  grown  up  ready  to  take  over  the  many  specialities 
that  once  made  up  his  daily  round.  He  is  to  join  his  colleagues  from  the 
hospital  and  practitioner  services  as  a  member  of  the  team  of  physcians 
working  with  the  Health  Authority  and  he  is  to  have  a  new  name  -  "Public 
Health"  as  we  have  known  for  the  doctor,  will  disappear  on  31st  March  1974 
to  be  replaced  by  "Community  Medicine". 

The  Registrar  General's  estimated  mid-year  population  for  the  Borough 
of  Lyme  Regis  has  risen  by  90  this  year  to  3,390  but  you  will  observe 
that  Dorset  County  Council  Health  Department  estimated  the  additional 
summer  population  for  Lyme  Regis  to  be  6,500  day  population  and  4,993 
overnight  population.  These  figures  should  be  taken  into  consideration 
when  planning  future  health  and  social  requirements. 

There  have  been  no  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  during  1972/73 
although  food  poisoning  and  dysentery  has  occurred  in  persons  returning 
from  abroad.  People  travel  widely  and  quickly  about  the  world  today  - 
undiagnosed  infection  can  easily  be  carried  into  any  part  of  Britain. 

Any  such  illness  reported  in  Lyme  Regis  would  be  investigated  at  once 
and  I  have  to  thank  Dr.  George  Tee  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
in  Dorchester  for  this  prompt  help  and  advice  in  these  cases. 

Reorganisation  of  the  National  Health  Service  has  meant  a  great 
deal  of  extra  work  for  the  staff  and  after  September  1973  only  routine 
investigations  can  be  carried  out.  However,  when  the  Lyme  Re ^is  Borough 
Council  hands  over  to  the  West  Dorset  District  Council  on  April  1st  1974, 
providing  no  major  disasters  occur,  Lyme  Regis  Borough  should  be  in  a 
fairly  healthy  condition. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant 

E  EILEEN  HODGSON 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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LOCAL  STATISTICS 


1972 

1971 

A»ea  (in  acres) 

1,237 

1,237 

Number  of  habitable  houses 

1,398 

1,376 

Population  (mid  year  estimate  1972) 

3,390 

3,300 

Rateable  Value 

(As  at  1  April  1972) 

£1 66,875 

£163,871 

Sum  represented  by  Ip  Rate 

£1 ,606 

£1 ,601 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

1972  1971 

MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL  MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 


Live  Births  (Registered) 

Live  Births  Total 

15 

15 

30 

10 

16 

26 

Legitimate 

15 

14 

29 

8 

16 

24 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Stillbirths  Total 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Legitimate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  (Registered) 

Total  Deaths  all  age 3 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 

year 

26 

22 

48 

23 

39 

62 

Legitimate 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 

weeks 

1 

1 

Legitimate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 

week 

Legitimate 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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AREA  COMPARABILITY  FACTOR 


In  calculating  Birth  and  Death  Rates  area  comparability  factors  are 
used.  This  is  the  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  to  correct 
irregularities  in  the  age  and  sex  structure  of  the  population  and  to  take 
into  account  any  high  mortality  due  to  the  presence  of  residential 
institutions  or  other  establishments  in  the  local  area. 

The  local  crude  rate  is  multiplied  by  the  area  comparability  factor 


to  give  a  rate  comparable  with  other  parts  of  the  country.  The  following 
figures  show  birth  and  death  rates  in  *omparison  with  the  figures  for 
England  and  Wales,  that  is  the  national  figure. 

Live  Birth  Rates 

1222 

Lyme  Regis  England 
Borough  &  Wales 

1221 

Lyme  Regis  England 
Borough  &  Wales 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1  ,000 
population  (Crude  Rate) 

8.8 

14.8 

7.9 

16.0 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

1 .61 

11 .00 

1.41 

1.0 

Local  Adjusted  Rate 

14.2 

14.8 

11 .1 

16.0 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  a 
percentage  of  the  live  births 

3 

9 

8 

8 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1 ,000  total 
live  and  stillbirths 

_ 

12 

12 

Death  Rate  all  ages 

Deaths  per  1 .000  population 
(Crude  Rate) 

14.2 

12.1 

18.8 

11.6 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

.56 

1  .00 

.73 

1 .00 

Local  Adjusted  Rate 

8.0 

12.1 

13377 

11.6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  1  year  per  1 ,000 
live  births 

17 

77 

18 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under 

1  year  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live 
births  - 

17 

42 

17 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under 

1  year  per  1,000  illeg.  live  births- 

21 

500 

24 

Neonatal  -  deaths  of  infants  under14 
weeks  per  1 ,000  live  births 

12 

38 

12 

Early  neonatal  -  deathsvuhdor  1 
week  per  1,000  live  births 

— 

10 

38 

10 

Perinatal  -  stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1  week  combined  per  1 ,000 
total  live  and  stillbirths  - 

22 

38 

22 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1  972  1 971 


Code 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

B19(3) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

2 

- 

- 

- 

B19(4) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

3 

1 

- 

- 

B1 9(6) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

4 

- 

- 

- 

B1 9(7) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

2 

- 

- 

B19(9) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

1 

- 

- 

- 

B1 9(1 1 ) 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

1 

1 

1 

3 

B21 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

— 

- 

- 

1 

B26 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

- 

-*  , 

1 

1 

B27 

Hypertensive  Disease 

1 

- 

- 

- 

B28 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

6 

9 

9 

8 

B29 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

1 

4 

- 

5 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

1 

2 

4 

9 

B46(6) 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

2 

1 

1 

- 

B31 

Influenza 

- 

- 

- 

1 

B32 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

2 

4 

B33(1) 

B46(7) 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

Other  D'seases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

1 

1 

1 

B57 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

- 

- 

1 

- 

B46(8) 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

- 

1 

1 

- 

B38 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

- 

1 

- 

B46(ll) 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

.  L  ■ 

- 

- 

1 

B42 

Congenital  anomalies 

- 

- 

- 

1 

BE48 

All  Other  Accidents* 

2 

- 

- 

2 

BE49 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

- 

- 

- 

1 

BE50 

All  Other  External  Causes 

- 

— 

1 

- 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

26 

22 

23 

39 

^Accidents  not  due  to  Motor  Vehicles,  poisoning, 

fire 

,  etc. 
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BIRTHS  AND  INFANTILE  DEATHS 


Actual 

Figures 

Rate 

National 

Average 

Live  Births 

50 

8.8 

14.8 

Stillbirths 

- 

- 

12 

Deaths  under  1  year 

- 

- 

17 

Deaths  under  4  weeks 

- 

- 

12 

Deaths  under  1  week 

- 

- 

10 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1  week  -  combined 

- 

- 

22 

COMMENTS  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 

There  were  eighteen  more  deaths  that  births  in  the  Borough  in  1972. 
The  Crude  Birth  Rate  was  much  lower  than  the  National  Average  while  the 
Crude  Death  Rate  was  higher.  When  adjusted  by  the  comparability  factor 
the  Birth  rate  approximates  the  National  Average  and  the  death  rate  was 
two  thirds  of  the  National  Avera ge.  You  will  also  see  there  were  no 
stillbirths  and  no  infant  deaths  in  the  Borough  this  year. 

The  main  causes  of  death  were  Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  mainly  in  the 
75+  age  group  and  Malignant  diseases  -  20^-  of  which  occurred  in  age  groups 
55-64  -  26^  in  the  65-74  group  and  54?»  in  the  75+  age  group.  58 %  of  all 
deaths  occurred  in  the  75+  age  group. 
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CONTROL  OF  COMMUNICABLE  DISEASE 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE  AGAINST  MICH  ROUTINE  IMMUNISATION  IS  OFFERED 

Numbers  occurring  in  the  Borough 

Disease 
Diphtheria 
Tetanus 

Whooping  Cough  -  8 

Poliomyelitis  -  - 

Measles  4  2 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  immunisations  carried 
out  in  Schools  and  Clinics  during  1972  in  the  Borough.  I  am  indebted  to 
the  Department  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  these  figures. 


Total  Total 

1972/?  1211 


Poliomyelitis 

Diphtheria 

Tetanus 

Whooping 

Measles 

Rubella 

9 

a 

a 

P 

a 

Cough 

P  R 

P 

P 

29 

83 

24 

49 

24 

84 

23  8 

20 

23 

P  =  Primary  Course  R  =  Reinforcing  Dose 


Rubella  (German  Measles) 

Rubella  although  not  notifiable  under  the  Infectious  Disease 
Regulations  1986,  is  known  to  cause  handicap  in  babies  born  to  mothers 
who  have  contacted  Rubella  in  the  first  three  months  of  pregnancy. 
Therefore  immunisation  is  offered  to  all  girls  in  their  13th  -  14th  year. 
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Tuberculosis 


The  following  table  shows  the  position  for  the  year  1972: 

Number  of  cases  on  register  at  1  at  January  1 

New  cases  notified  during  the  year 
Transfers  into  area  during  the  year 

1 

Number  recovered  during  the  year  - 

Number  moved  away  in  the  year  - 

Died 

Number  remaining  on  31 st  December  1 


B.C.G.  Immunisation  Against  Tuberculosis 

(Bacille  Calmette  Guerin) 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  immunisations  given  in 
the  Borough  in  1972. 


0) 

rQ 

of 

children 

tested: 

105 

Number 

of 

children 

positive: 

19 

Number 

of 

children 

vaccinated: 

86 

Removal  to  Hospital  of  an  Elderly  Resident 

An  elderly  man  living  alone  was  thought  to  be  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  of  the  lung  and  was  admitted  to  hospital.  Subsequent 
investigation  proved  negative  for  Tuberculosis  and  the  gentelman 
returned  home,  but  was  later  admitted  to  a  home  for  the  elderly  in 
another  district. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  AGAINST  WHICH  NO  ROUTINE 

IMMUNISATION  IS  OFFERED 


Nunbers  occurring  in  the  Borough 

Disease 


Dysentery 
Scarlet  Fever 
Infective  Jaundice 
Acute  Meningitis 
Acute  encephalitis:  Infective 

Post  Infectious 
Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Leptospirosis 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Typhoid  Fever 
Food  Poisoning 
Malaria 
Plague 
Anthrax 
Snallpox 
Typhus  Fever 
Relapsing  Fever 
Yellow  Fever 

Scabies  (by  local  byelaw) 

Snallpox 

Routine  Immunisation  ceased  on  15th  November  1971  but  general 
practitioners  carry  out  immunisations  when  requested. 

During  6th  April  1973  to  15th  May  1975,  when  London  was  declared 
an  infected  area,  4,257  doses  of  vaccine  were  distributed  to  Dorset  and 
of  these  105  doses  were  sent  to  Lyme  Regis  doctors. 

'  •*  ’  «  •  »  «  »  f- .  •  k  ...  ‘  .  .  r  ■  J  O  J-  > 

Scarlet  Fever 

Nine  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  reported  in  the  Borough  in  1972/73. 
Scarlet  Fever  is  caused  by  Haemolytic  Streptococci  which  can  also  be 
responsible  for  "sore  throats". 


Total  Total 

1972/75  1971 

2  1 

9  3 

1 


2 
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N ON -NOT IF I  AB LE  DISEASES 


Haenolytic  Streptococcal  Disease 

Pour  reports  fron  the  County  laboratory  were  received  during 
1 972/73 »  showing  infections  resulting  from  haenolytic  streptococcus. 

These  were  fron  throat  swabs  taken  by  the  general  practitioners 
concerned. 

These  cases  were  not  notified  as  Scarlet  Fever,  the  patients  being 
either  immune  to  the  toxin  produced  by  the  bacteria  or  the  bacteria  itself 
being  a  bad  toxin  producer,  therefore  scarlet  fever  did  not  occur.  The 
number  of  samples  presented  at  the  laboratory  is  not  a  fair  estimate  of  the 
number  of  cases  occurring  since  not  all  general  practitioners  will  present 
throat  swabs  for  examination. 

The  node  of  transmission  of  this  bacteria  is  by  direct  or  indirect 
contact  with  an  infected  person  or  animal,  by  droplet  spread  or  by 
ingestion  of  contaminated  milk. 

Any  cases  occurring  in  a  group  would  be  investigated  to  determine 
the  source  of  infection. 

OTHER  DISEASES  OF  INTEREST  TO  THE 

FUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

w  ft  -'<•*'*  rniJm  A/im  C-  J  1  * 

Lead  Poisoning 

The  Public  Health  Department  investigated  the  water  supply  and 
plumbing  of  a  house  when  a  resident  was  said  to  have  lead  poisoning 
and  was  admitted  to  hospital. 

Investigations  in  hospital  did  not  demonstrate  any  abnormal 
findings . 


LEAD  AND  CADMIUM  IN  COOKING  UTENSILS 

Following  articles  which  appeared  in  the  Public  Press  during  January 
1973  disclosing  that  many  imported  cooking  casseroles  contained  higher 
levels  of  toxic  metals  than  allowed  by  the  British  Standards  Institute 
for  Ceramic  Ware,  a  survey  was  carried  out  in  the  Borough  but  it  was  not 
considered  necessary  to  ask  for  permission  to  submit  any  cooking  utensils 
to  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department  at  County  Hall  for  examination. 

The  Cooking  Utensils  (Safety)  Regulations  1972  which  came  into 
operation  on  1st  April  1973  are  designed  to  restrict  to  an  upper  limit 
of  20  parts  in  10,000  parts  the  lead  content  of  the  tin  or  other 
metallic  coating  used  on  the  surface  of  the  utensil  designed  to  come 
into  contact  with  food. 
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MILK 


Six  samples  of  milk  from  dairies  and  farms  were  taken  in  Lyme  Regis 
Borough  during  1972  by  Dorset  County  Council,  none  of  these  failed  the 
Methylene  Blue  test  or  the  Brucella  Ring  test. 

WIT  SR 


Mains  Water,  supplied  through  the  East  Devon  Water  Board,  is 
derived  from  Hartstongue  Spring,  Pinhay,  Roursdon,  and  if  required  from 
the  River  Axe.  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  examination  of  water  from 
the  Pinhay  Spring  by  the  East  Devon  Water  Board  shows  the  water  to  be  of 
normal  chemical  character  and  good  bacteriological  quality.  It  has  no 
plumbo  solvent  action. 

The  Fluoride  content  of  water  from  the  above  sources  is  .1 Img. /litre. 
Lyme  Regis  therefore  has  a  sufficient  natural  supply  of  Fluoride  in  their 
water  to  give  benefit  to  children's  first  and  second  dentitions. 


Bacteriological  examination  of  drinking  water 

This  is  carried  out  to  demonstrate  the  presence  or  otherwise  of 
excretal  pollution  in  the  water.  It  is  accepted  that  if  organisms 
normally  excreted  by  the  intestine  are  not  found  in  the  water  supply 
it  is  likely  that  pathogenic  organisms  are  also  absent. 

Standards  are  laid  down  (class  1  to  4)  for  drinking  water 
indicating  the  number  of  bacteria  per  100  millilitre  permissible  in 
non-chlorinated  piped  supplies. 

The  presence  of  Bacillis  Coli  (l)  (E  Coli)  in  any  water  supply  is 
indicative  of  faecal  pollution  and  the  source  of  this  pollution  should 
be  detected. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

With  the  establishment  of  a  Health  Education  Section  at  Glyde 
Path  Road,  Dorchester,  an  increasing  service  of  health  education  will 
be  available  to  the  community. 
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ADDITIONAL  SUMMER  POPULATION 


The  following  figures  are  taken  from  County  Council  ’Additional 
Summer  Population  Estimates',  which  were  compiled  by  the  District  Public 
Health  Staffs. 


Lyme  Regis  Borough  Additional  Summer 

Population  1972 


Holiday  Camp 

Static  Holiday  Caravans 

(5  persons  per  caravan)  1,140 

Transit  Caravans 

(3t  persons  per  caravan)  53 

Bed  &  Breakfast  &  Summer 
Lettings 

Hotels  &  Boarding  Houses  3»800 

Tents 

(4|-  persons  per  tent)  -* 

School  Camping  Parties 

Scouts,  etc.  - 


Estimated  additional 

overnight  population  4,993 

Registrar  General’s  Mid 
Year  Resident  Population 

Estimate  1972  3,390 

Estimated  additional  day 

population  6,500+ 


*  No  Sites. 

+  Average  August  daily  figure. 
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FOOD  PREMISES  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


There  are  159  food  premises  in  the  Borough,  falling  into 
the  following  categories  of  trade  (note:  some  businesses  fall 
into  more  than  one  category). 


Bakers 

Butchers 

Fishmongers 

Grocers 

Greengrocers 

Confectioners 

Restaurants  and  cafes 

Hotels 

Hospitals  and  nursing  homes 

Fried  Fish 

Ice  Cream 

Dairies 

Public  Houses 

Poulterers 

School  Canteens 

Private  Hotels  &  Guest  Houses 


3 

4 

3 

15 

8 

6 

24 

19 

3 
1 

39 

2 

12 

4 
4 

66 


Food  hygiene  inspections  have  been  centred  on  the  cafe, 
restaurant  and  hotel  trade  of  which  the  majority  appreciate 
the  importance  of  the  requirements  of  the  legislation  and 
readily  comply  where  infringements  of  the  law  are  pointed 
out. 

Any  request  for  information  and  advice  is  encouraged 
especially  before  any  works  are  started  as  it  means  that 
possible  contraventions  of  the  law  can  be  prevented  in  the 
design  stage. 

On  a  more  sombre  note  it  is  worth  pointing  out  that  no 
one  is  permitted  to  smoke  in  a  food  room  where  open  food  is 
handled.  One  case  where  this  occurred  was  reported  and  the 
proprietor  and  staff  warned  against  future  transgressions. 

I  should  also  like  to  take  the  opportunity  to  reinforce  this 
point  by  saying  that  this  legislation  also  applies  to  persons 
working  behind  the  bar  in  public  houses  and  hotels. 
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Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regs.  1966 


The  premises  where  this  legislation  applies  includes 
kiosks,  vans  and  stalls,  and  general  inspections  indicate  that 
they  all  endeavour  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
regulations. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  concerning  these  premises 
this  year. 

Food  Complaints 

4  food  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year, 
following  the  national  trend  of  an  increase  in  the  numbers 
reported  due  presumably  to  a  fall  in  the  vigilance  of  the 
producers  and  an  increasing  awareness  and  tendency  to  complain 
in  the  consumer. 

(1)  Mouldy  pastie.  Purchased  from  a  local  hotel, 

following  an  investigation 
the  owner  was  advised  to 
ensure  proper  stock  rotation 
and  to  store  the  pasties 
under  optimum  conditions. 

(2)  Offensive  Odour  in  Brawn.  Purchased  from  a  local  butchers 

shop.  Ensuing  investigations 
were  inconclusive  as  times  and 
dates  couldn*t  be  agreed  upon. 

(3)  Mould  in  pies.  Purchased  from  a  local  hotel, 

by  the  complainant  who  got  in 
touch  with  the  Department  three 
days  after  the  purchase.  An 
investigation  did  not  yield  any 
conclusive  results,  -and  it  was 
suggested  to  the  proprietor 
that  improvements  be  made  in  his 
stock  control. 

(4)  Fried  Fish.  An  unusual  complaint  was  received 

during  the  summer  regarding  a 
piece  of  fried  fish,  but  on 
investigating  the  complaint  no 
evidence  was  produced  and  the 
complaint  was  never  substantiated. 
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Food  Poisoning 


No  reports  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  received 
during  the  year. 

Food  Samples 


No  food  samples  were  taken  during  1972. 

Condemnation  of  Food 

This  year  has  seen  an  increase  in  the  amount  of 
foodstuffs  voluntarily  surrendered  by  local  traders. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  foodstuffs  received  by  the 
Department  and  disposed  of  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 


Canned  gooseberries 

12  lbs. 

8  ozs. 

Rasher  Bacon 

3  lbs. 

- 

Canned  beetroot 

1  lb. 

2^-  ozs. 

Canned  grapefruit 

13  lbs. 

4  ozs. 

Shelled  quartered  walnuts 

26  lbs. 

8  ozs. 

Canned  broad  beans 

6  lbs. 

8  .ozs. 

2  qrs. 

6  lbs. 

14-J  ozs 

Poultry  Inspection 

As  in  previous  years  there  are  no  poultry  processing 
establishments  within  the  Borough. 

Meat  Inspection 


There  is  no  slaughterhouse  within  the  Borough. 
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HOUSING 


Improvement  Grants 

Following  the  trend  accelerated  by  the  1969  Housing  Act, 
further  improvement  grants  have  been  made  this  year, 
numbering  in  all  9  applications  which  on  completion  will 
result  in  l8  units  of  accommodation. 

Of  these  9  applications  one  has  been  refused  due  to 
the  uncertain  life  of  the  property  and  one  was  not  determined 
because  the  planning  application  was  refused. 

Three  of  the  applications  made  have  already  been 
completed  and  the  total  grant  paid  was  £3375,  in  addition  4 
grants  were  completed  which  were  approved  the  previous  year 
bringing  the  total  paid  in  improvement  grants  to  £6847. 

Standard  Grants 


One  standard  grant  was  paid  this  year  and  two  applications 
were  made. 

One  application  was  approved  and  the  other  refused  as 
the  amenities  applied  for  were  already  in  existence. 

Unfit  Houses 


The  situation  has  not  markedly  changed  from  the  previous 

year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  dwellings  on  which  there 
were  operative  Closing  Orders  or  Formal  Undertakings  and 
those  properties  which  were  still  occupied. 
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Address 

Closing 

Orders 

Formal 

Undertaking 

Properties 

still 

occupied 

8.  Church  Street 

X 

, 

17*  Coonbe  Street 

X 

X 

42.  Coonbe  Street 

X 

i  43.  Coonbe  Street 

X 

X 

2.  East  Cliff 

X 

X 

2.  Georges  Square 

X 

X 

3«  Georges  Square 

X 

X 

1.  Manor  Cottages 

X 

2.  Manor  Cottages 

X 

6.  Silver  Street 

X 

X 

6.  Sherborne  Buildings 

X 

X 

Little  Jordan 

X 

X 

Sunmerhill  Annexe 

X 

Flat,  Station  Garage 

X 

_ 
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During  1972  works  of  improvement  were  completed  at  No*  2. 
Jordan  Cottages. 

Qualification  Certificates 

The  forms  related  to  qualification  certificates  have 
been  changed  by  the  Housing  Finance  Act,  1972,  and  a  new 
booklet  was  received  at  the  end  of  November. 

The  booklet  explains  a  controlled  tenancy, 

M  A  tenancy  of  a  dwelling  is  controlled  if:- 

(a)  The  dwelling  is  privately  owned,  i.e.  it  is  not 
owned  by  any  public  authority  or  housing 
association. 

(b)  It  is  unfurnished  or  not  substantially  furnished. 

(c)  The  rateable  value  of  the  dwelling  on  7th 
November,  1956  was  £40  or  below  in  London 
(Metropoliton  Police  District)  or  £70  or  below 

elsewhere. 

(d)  The  tenancy  has  continued  since  before  6th 
July  1957. 

(e)  The  dwelling  was  not  built  or  the  flat  was  not 
mode  self-contained  after  29th  August  1956  and, 

(f)  The  tenancy  has  not  become  a  regulated  one 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1969.  M 

Further  on  in  the  booklet  it  gives  the  applicable 
dates  when  controlled  tenancies  change  to  regulated. 
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Rateable  Value  on  31st  March  1972 


Greater  London 

Rest  of  England 

Date  tenancy  becomes 

and  Wales 

regulated 

£95  or  more 

£60  or  more 

1st  January  1973 

£80  -  £94 

£45  -  £59 

1st  July  1973 

£70  -  £79 

£35  -  £44 

1st  January  1974 

£60  -  £69 

£25  -  £34 

1st  July  1974 

£50  -  £59 

£20  -  £24 

1st  January  1975 

r 

Less  than  £50 

Less  than  £20 

1st  July  1975 

This  timetable  is  called  ’the  general  programme*  in  this 
booklet.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  power  to  alter  these 
dates  by  order. 

One  application  for  a  qualification  certificate  was  made 
this  year  but  is  held  in  abeyance  until  a  list  of  repairs  has 
been  completed. 

The  previous  year  one  application  was  made  and  this  was 
again  raised  during  the  year  and  further  progress  is  expected 
in  the  following  year  as  there  is  again  a  list  of  repairs  to 
be  carried  out. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough. 
Housing  for  the  Elderly 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  position  was  as  follows: - 

Hill  Mead  -  5  units  plus  warden's  accommodation  with 
full  warden  service. 

Queens  Walk  -  10  units  plus  warden’s  accommodation  with 
full  warden  service. 

Marder  Bequest  Almshouses  -  6  units,  improved  in  1969  to 
full  discretionary  grant  standard. 

Tudbold  Almshouses  -  4  units  present  a  difficult  problem 
and  a  final  decision  on  improvement  is  yet  to  be  taken. 
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Council  House  Improvements 


The  works  of  improvement  to  10  houses  and  2  bungalows 
at  Colway  Mead  were  completed  during  the  year.  Units 
involved  were  : - 

Nos.  1  -  6  &  7  -  10  Bay  View  Road. 

Nos.  29  &  30.  North  Avenue. 

In  December  tender  was  accepted  for  start  in  February 
1973  to  the  following  dwellings 

....  .  Nos.  15  -  18  Manor  Avenue  (4  flats) 

New  Housing  -  Private  Enterprise 

During  1972.21  new  units  were  built#  Additionally 
conversions  at  3  properties  provided  an  additional  6  units. 

New  Housing  -  Council 

During  the  year  8  flats  and  6  houses  were  completed 
for  the  Council  at  Queen’s  Walk. 

Post  War  Housing 

Completed  by  :  (a)  Local  Authority  236 

(b)  Private  enterprise 

Houses  34 1  )  k.o 

Flats  77  ) 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  380. 
Waiting  List 

There  were  8l  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  for 
houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  compared  with  75  last  year 
and  84  in  1970. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


Routine  inspections  and  spot  checks  were  carried  out  at 
premises  to  which  the  Act  applies. 

The  following  are  the  prescribed  particulars  to  be 
included  in  the  annual  report  to  the  Minister  under  Section 
60  of  the  Act: 


Class  of  premises 

[No.of  premises 
newly  registered 
during  the  year 

Total  No.of 
registered 
premises  at 
the  end  of 
year 

No.  of 

registered 

premises 

receiving 

a  general 

inspection 

Offices 

- 

18 

- 

Retail  Shops 

3 

52 

10 

Wholesale  shops  & 
warehouses 

1 

Catering  establishments 

24 

23 

Fuel  Storage  depots 

- 

1 

- 

TOTALS 

3 

96 

33 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to  registered  premises  -  39* 

. 

Analysis  by  workplace  of  persons  employed 


Class  of  workplace 

Offices 
Retail  shops 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to  public 
Canteens 

Fuel  storage  depots 


Number  of  persons  employed 

78 

151 

5 
144 

1 

6 


TOTAL 


385 


TOTAL  MALES  129 

TOTAL  FEMALES  256 
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Accidents 


The  Act  requires  that  any  accident  involving  an 
employed  person  which  results  in  death  or  which  disables 
any  such  person  for  more  than  three  days  from  doing  his 
usual  work,  must  be  notified  to  the  local  authority. 

No  accidents  were  reported  during  1972. 


PETROLEUM  SPIRIT 

No,  of  premises  licensed  to  store  petroleum  2 
No.  of  inspections  2 

No.  of  informal  notices  - 

Total  petrol  storage  capacity  licensed  12,000  gals. 


RODENT  AND  PEST  CONTROL 

No  lull  time  rodent  operator  is  employed.  One  oi  the 
Council’s  workmen  who  has  attended  training  courses  deals 
with  the  Council's  drains,  sewers,  refuse  tip  and  property, 

and  also  private  premises  on  receipt 

ox  complaints# 

No.  of  premises  inspected 

292 

No.  of  premises  treated 

11 

Infestations  found  (rats) 

10 

"  "  ’’  "  (mice) 

1 

Feral  Pigeons 


The  numbers  of  feral  pigeons  were  again  noticeable 
early  in  1972  and  in  November  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
further  action  will  have  to  be  taken  against  them  next 
year.  Lack  of  staff  prevented  any  full  scale  action. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  I960 


No  noise  complaints  were  received. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


The  developed  areas  of  the  town  are  on  a  water  borne 
system,  combining  foul  and  surface  sewers,  with  the 
exception  of  the  post  war  housing  estate  which  has  separate 
systems.  All  new  properties,  where  practicable,  are  now 
being  dealt  with  on  separate  systems.  One  small  area, 

Ware  Lane,  has  a  separate  septic  tank  and  filter.  The 
Council’s  Monmouth  Beach  area  with  caravans  and  chalets 
has  water  borne  sanitation. 

Over  two  thirds  of  the  drainage  from  the  town  is 
received  and  discharges  into  the  sea  below  low  water  mark 
by  the  eastern  outfall  (l8M  cast  iron  sewer)  across 
Broad  Ledge,  installed  in  1900.  The  Cobb  area  is  dealt 
with  by  a  9U  sewer  discharging  into  a  12"  cast  iron  sewer 
carried  out  beyond  low  water  mark  west  of  the  Cobb. 

The  9M  portion  of  this  sewer  is  situated  in  the  movement 
area  of  Cobb  Road  and  requires  constant  attention. 

The  Council’s  efforts  to  have  a  new  disposal  plant 
and  planning  application  made  in  January  1971 ,  ultimately 
resulted  in  an  extended  public  enquiry  being  held  in  March 
1972.  It  is  regretted  that  the  year  ended  without  any 
decision  being  given. 

Public  Lavatories 

Accommodation  is  provided  for  both  sexes  throughout 
the  town  at  the  Square,  Marine  Parade,  Cobb  Beach,  Monmouth 
Beach,  Holmbush,  Charmouth  Road  and  Woodmead  Halls  Car  Parks. 

Pollution  of  Rivers 

After  a  scare  of  pollution  in  mid  summer  an  investigation 
was  carried  out,  and  it  was  thought  that  the  manufacture 
of  silage  had  been  concentrated  into  approximately  one  week 
and  no  continued  pollution  occurred.  This  is  borne  out  by 
the  fact  that  trout  were  being  caught  both  before  and  after 
the  event;  these  fish  being  particularly  susceptible  to  any 
form  of  pollution. 

Co-operation  and  liaison  were  established  with  the  River 
Authority  and  an  adjoining  local  authority,  but  no  source 
of  pollution  was  traced. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


No  nuisances  were  reported. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1963 

One  boarding  establishment  (for  cats)  is  licensed  and 
is  inspected  prior  to  the  licence  being  issued. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

A  weekly  collection  is  made  of  household  and  trade 
refuse  by  one  lorry,  and  in  the  summer  months  additional 
collections  are  made  in  the  business  areas  of  the  town 
as  required.  The  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  a  tip  on  the 
cliffs  east  of  the  town.  All  the  main  streets  are  swept 
daily.  Gullies  are  cleared  on  the  Borough  roads  by  the 
Council  and  one  the  classified  roads  by  the  County 
Council.  Litter  baskets  are  provided  in  parts  of  the  town 
and  beaches. 


SCHOOLS 

These  are  regularly  inspected;  all  have  piped  mains 
water  supply,  water  closets  and  washing  facilities  with 
main  drainage. 


CAMPING  SITES 

There  is  one  well  maintained  site  of  7^  acres  situated 
on  the  hill  to  the  north  of  the  town,  with  200  pitches 
licensed  for  summer  use  only  and  winter  storage.  The  site 
has  main  drainage  and  water  supply. 

On  the  Monmouth  beach,  owned  by  the  Council,  there 
exists  a  total  of  70  day  huts,  caravans  and  chalets  for 
simimer  use  only.  Water  is  supplied  by  standpipes  at  various 
points.  The  former  R.A.F.  recreation  building  was  acquired  by 
the  Council  and  converted  to  form  a  block  of  toilets  and  ablutions 
to  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  standards. 
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On  the  sane  beach  the  Council  own  and  let  28 
residential  chalets  all  with  individual  main  services, 
for  seasonal  letting.  Lavatory  accommodation  is 
provided  at  the  rear  in  a  separate- block  of  buildings, 
and  drains  to  the  public  sewer. 

On  the  Monmouth  plateau  there  are  19  caravans  each 
with  a  gully  connected  to  the  sewer,  a  standpipe  for 
water  supply  for  each  pair  of  caravans  and  a  block  of 
toilets. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


FACTORIES  ON  THE  COUNCIL’S  REGISTER  AND  DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Owners 

Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3,4  &  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authorities. 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authorities. 

14 

1 

0 

0 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authorities 
(excluding  Outworkers' 
premises) . 

15 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

30 

2 

0 

0 

FACTORIES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

! 

Referred 

Number  of  cases 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To.H.M. 

Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Overcrowding 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  ) 
temperature  ) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ) 

ventilation  ) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective 
drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

defective 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(Not  including 
offences  relating 
to  outwork). 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

1 

_ 

1 

0 

0 

0 
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OUTWORK 

Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature 

of 

work. 

No.  of  out 
workers  in 
August  list 
required  by 

Sec. 1330) 
(c). 

i 

No.  of  cases 
of  default  in 
sending  lists 
to  the 
Council. 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists. 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises. 

Notices 

served. 

Prosec¬ 
utions  . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

o 

0 

0 

Note:  The  class  of  work  specified  by  1  in  column  1  is  the  making, 
cleaning  etc.,  of  wearing  apparel. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Lyme  Regis  obtains  its  water  supply  from  the  East  Devon 
Water  Board.  The  Hartstongue  spring,  Pinhay,bas  a  capacity  of 
500,000  gallons  per  day  and  there  is  a  500,000  gallon 
reservoir  at  Rousdon  providing  additional  storage  for  the  area. 

In  addition,  to  guard  against  interruption  in  supplies 
through  landslips  at  the  Pinhay  source,  120,000  gallons  per 
day  can  be  abstracted  from  the  River  Axe. 

All  dwellinghouses  with  the  exception  of  two  which  have 
private  supplies,  are  supplied  from  public  water  mains, 
direct  to  the  houses.  There  are  no  houses  dependant  upon 
standpipes . 

Bacteriological  Examinations 

These  are  made  regularly  throughout  the  district  by  the 
East  Devon  Water  Board  and  where  any  unsatisfactory  results 
arise,  investigation  and  repeat  sampling  by  this  Department 
are  performed.  However  in  1972  the  occasion  for  such  did  not 
arise  and  past  satisfactory  standard  were  maintained. 

Chemical  Analysis 


Report  on  a  sample  of  water  taken  recently  at  Pinhay 
Pumping  Station,  (results  are  in  parts  per  million) . 


Appearance 

clear  &  bright 

Non  carbonate  hardness  28.0 

Colour 

5°  HAZEN 

Total  hardness 

260.0 

Taste  and  odour 

satisfactory 

Total  solids  (dried 

&  i8o°c) 

366.0 

Turbidity 

Nil 

pH  0 

7.6 

Carbonate 

139.0 

Conductivity  (25  C) 

580  (umhos) 

Sulphate 

29.9 

Free  carbondioxide 

11.5 

Chloride 

32.6 

Total  alkalinity  (CaC03) 

232.0 

Nitrate 

14.0 

Caustic  alkalinity(CaC03) 

Nil 

Fluoride 

0.1 

Ammonia cal  nitrogen 

0.04 

Silica 

3.1 

Albuminoid  nitrogen 

0.05 

Iron 

trace 

Aluminium,  manganese, 

All 

Nitrate  nitrogen 

2.3 

zinc ,  copper ,  lead 

absent 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hrs  @ 

26.7°C) 

0.2 

Free  residual 

Carbonate  hardness 

232.0 

chlorine 

0.2 
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From  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis  these  results 
are  indicative  of  a  pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for 
public  supply  purposes.  The  public  water  supply  has  been 
satisfactory  in  quantity  during  the  year. 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr .S.C. Gordon,  Chief  Engineer  to  the 
East  Devon  Water  Board,  for  his  help  and  advice  on  this 
section  of  the  report. 

Rainfalls 


Whilst  there  is  no  official  Weather  Station  in  the 
Borough,  records  are  kept  by  the  Deputy  Borough  Surveyor , 
from  which  the  following  are  extracted. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totals 


1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

3.15 

3.62 

3.56 

4.39 

7.25 

6.63 

5.82 

5.24 

3.41 

2.38 

2.93 

3.82 

0.94 

5.04 

0.95 

2.93 

1.25 

3.27 

1.53 

2.22 

3.90 

4.59 

1.34 

2.86 

1.72 

2.67 

1.66 

3.19 

2.13 

4.68 

2.63 

3.88 

1.53 

0.98 

2.75 

1.80 

0.64 

4.97 

1.24 

1.19 

4.57 

3.25 

1.60 

1.80 

2.67 

3.47 

2.39 

0.94 

1.46 

3.83 

2.38 

2.07 

1.62 

2.51 

3.31 

1.49 

0.76 

4.64 

4.61 

1.93 

4.4l 

0.20 

1.62 

6.20 

6.07 

3.89 

0.50 

1.58 

2.40 

1.83 

2.44 

1.80 

3.45 

5.57 

7.96 

3.33 

4.38 

3.60 

2.53 

4.50 

3.20 

1.66 

2.09 

4.71 

36.29 

35.84 

38.84 

33.72 

38.50 

29.27 

39.44 

MEANS  OF  ESCAPE  FROM  FIRE 

Section  60  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  deals  with 
the  means  of  escape  from  fire  in  the  case  of  certain  high 
buildings  such  as  hotels,  blocks  of  flats  and  boarding  schools. 
Where  it  appears  to  the  local  authority  that  such  a  building 
is  not  provided  with  adequate  means  of  escape  they  must 
require  the  owner  of  the  building  to  make  satisfactory 
provisions. 

Following  a  number  of  fatal  fires  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  the  Home  Office  in  1969  asked  local  authorities  to 
ensure  that  they  exercised  their  powers  in  this  direction 
whenever  necessary $  and  action  taken  in  the  previous  year 
was  continued,  further  statutory  notices  being  served  on  the 
owners  of  3  properties  in  Broad  Street. 

33. 


The  table  below  shows  the  1970  conditions  position  - 
one  apparent  outstanding  notice  having  been  suspended  on  the 
owner's  undertaking  not  to  let  or  allow  occupation  of  parts 
of  the  building  concerned. 

In  1971  the  third  notice  was  the  subject  of  appeal  and 
suspended  pending  new  legislation.  Prospects  for  provision  of 
works  in  this  case  in  the  near  future  are  good. 

1970  1971  1972 

Notices  served  5  30 

Works  completed  4  20 

The  co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  Chief  Fire  Officer, 
Dorset  Fire  Brigade,  and  his  officers  is  very  gratefully 
acknowledged. 
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